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THE NATION AT LARGE. 
Ald 


WHEREAS it is notorious, that very numerous; 
burthensome, and unnecessary Taxes are laid on 
the persons and families of us and others, the In- 
dustrious Inhabitants of Great Britain, an exceed- 
ingly great Majority of whom ate, notwithstanding, 
excluded from all Representation in Parliament : 
And whereas, upon inquiry into the Cause of 
this Grievance, which is at once an Obstruction to 
our Industry and a Diminution of our Property, 
we find that the Constitution of our Country (which 
was purchased for us at the expence of the lives of 
our Ancestors) has, by the Violence and Intrigue of 
Criminal and Designing Men, been injured and un- 
dermined in its most essential and important parts; 
but particularly in the House of Commons, where 
the whole of the supposed Representation of the 
People is neither more nor less than an Usurped 
Power, arising either from Abuses in the Mode of 
Election and Duration of Parliaments, or from a 
Corrupt Property in certain decayed Corporations, 
by means of which the Liberties of this Nation are 
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basely bartered away for the private profit of 
Members of Parliament : 

And whereas it appears to us, that until this 
Source of Corruption shall be cleansed by the In- 
formation, Perseverance, Firmness, and Union of 
the People at large, we are robbed of the Inheri- 
tance so acquired for us by our Fore-Fathers; and 
that our Taxes, instead of being lessened, will go 
on increasing, in as much as they will furnish more 
Bribes, and Places, and Pensions, to our Ministers 


and Members of Parliament. | 
Now it is resolved by us, the Members of this 


Society, to form ourselves into one firm and per- 


manent Body, for the purpose of informing our- 
selves and others of the exact State of the Present 
Parliamentary Representation — for obtaining a 
peaceful but adequate Remedy to this intolerable 
Grievance - and for corresponding and co-operating 
with other Societies united for the same Objects. 
And to this end we adopt the following Regula- 
tions, for the internal order and government of our 


Society. 


I. That every person, before he is admitted into 
our Body, shall be proposed by Two Members, and 
Shall agree to the Declaration following, via. 
That he is convinced that the Parliamentary 
Representation of this Country is at present inade- 
quate and imperfecdt— That the Welfare of these 
Kingdoms requires that every person of adult 


years, in the possession of his reason, and not in- 
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capacitated by Crimes, should have a Vote for a 
Member of Parliament — And that he will en- 
deavour, by all justifiable means, to promote such 
Reformation in Parliament.” 

II. That the whole Body shall go under one com- 
mon name of The London Corresponding Society, 
United for the Reform of Parliamentary Representa- 
tion. | 

III. That for the more easy and orderly proceed- 
ing of the Society, it be separated into as many 
Divisions as there shall be Twenty Members, to 
make up the number requisite for such Division. 
And that no Division shall divide again, till it shall 
amount to double such number of Members; at 
which time notice shall be given to the Committee 
of Delegates, hereafter mentioned, by the then De- 
legate of such Division. | 
IV. That each Division shall meet Weekly, on 

any Evening (Thursdays excepted) at some house 
to be chosen by themselves, and shall appoint a 
Chairman for the good order thereof: and also shall 
name a Delegate, as hereafter mentioned. 

V. That each Member shall pay to the Chair- 
man of his Division One Penny per Week, which 
shall be credited to the Account of such Member 

in a Book to be kept for that purpose. That all 
Money so paid, shall be transmitted Monthly, by 
the Delegate of such Division, to the Treasurer, 
who is to account with the Body of Delegates for 


the same, at the four usual Quarter Days. 
B 2 VI. That 


. 

VI. That the Sums so paid to the said Treasurer 
zhall form one Common Stock, to be applied by the 
said Delegates in the Postage of Letters, in Sta- 
tionary, and in Printing such matters as may be 
good for the Information of the Society. But that 
before any expence whatever shall be incurred, the 
said Delegates shall inquire of the Treasurer what 
Balance he has in hand, in order that the said Stock 
may never be exhausted. | 

VII. That the Delegates so appointed shall meet 
on Thursday in every Week, and shall continue 
in Office for Three Months; subject, however, to 
be recalled by their several Divisions before the ex- 
piration of that time, if thought necessary. That 
being assembled, they shall name a Chairman and 
Secretary, who shall both sign the Register which 
Shall be kept of their Proceedings. 

VIII. That such Delegates, so assembled, shall, 
in the first place, communicate the Wishes of their 
several Divisions, relative to any objects of the 
Society. That they shall be authorised to answer 
any Correspondence, which may require immediate 
attention; and afterwards, that each Delegate shall 
report the same to his respective Division. Also, 
that they shall consider of the general state of the 
Society; but shall on no account publish any New 
Set of Principles, until they shall be approved by 
2 Majority of the Individual Members of the Sa- 
ciety at large. 

| IX. That 
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IX. That it shall be necessary for Two Thirds of 
the said Delegates to form a Quorum for the Dis- 
patch of Business. 

X. That these Resolutions and Regulations bo 
printed for the Members of the Society, and that 
a Copy be given to each Member, on his admis-" 


sion. | 
MAUR. MARGAROT, CHAIRMAN, 


THOMAS HARDY, SECRETARY. 


ForRASMUCH as it is possible that the grounds of 
our Complaint may be denied, and that our Views 
and Principles may be misrepresented, we desire 
that every one will seriously consider and treasure 
in his memory the state of scandalous facts which 
follow. Let him then ask himself, whether it be 
the part of a good Citizen to sit quiet under such 
ahuses, which have not only increased, but are at 
this moment increasing; and which ought there- 
fore to be remedied without delay. 

Lill the Reign of Henry the VI. it was not 

necessary for the Inhabitant of a County to have 
a Freehold Estate of 408. a Year, in order to vote 
for the Representative of his County. But the Sta- 
tute of that King, passed in the year 1429, under 
pretence of preventing Disputes at Elections, most 
unjustly deprived a great part of the Commons of 
chis Nation of the right of consenting to those Taxes, 
which 
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which, notwithstanding, they were compelled to pay 


just as if such right had not been taken from them. 
Till the reign of Queen ANNE, it was not neces- 


gary for the Inhabitant of a County to have 6001. a 


Year, Freehold or CopyhotdEstate, in order to his 
being elected the Representatiye of. his County. 
But the Statute of that Queen, passed in the year 
1710, under pretence of the Freedom of Parlia- 
ment, excluded all persons not possessed of such a 
property from our Representation, whatever be their 
Principles, their Abilities, or their Integrity. 

Till the Reign of WILLIAM III. Parliaments 
were of right to be called Once a Year, or oftener if 
need be. But the Statute of that King, passed in 
the year 1694, under pretence of calling them more 
frequently, enacted, that they should be holden 
once in Three Years at the least.“ . 

Till the Reign of Georce I. Parliaments were 
therefore of Three Years Duration. But the Sta- 
tute of that King, passed in the year 1715, un- 
der pretence of a “ restless Faction” then exist- 
ing in the Nation, usurped a power of enacting, 
that © Parliaments should respectively have Con- 
tinuance for Seven Years.” | 

As for the supposed Representation of the Peo- 
ple, which is called the“ Commons of England] in 
Parliament assembled; 

The County of Cornwall contains in itself alone 
the privilege of sending Foriy-Hour Members to 


Parliament, which is just one less in number than 
those 
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those of the whole Kingdom of Scotland, contain - 
ing near Three Millions of People. 

Of these Forty-Four supposed Representatives, 
two are elected by the Freeholders of the County: 
the rest sit for Twenty-One Corporation Towns; 
of which, 


Electors 
Launceston has only 10 & is the property of Lord Elliot 
Leskeard, . 9 Ditto 
Lestwithiel;, - = 7 - D. of Northumberland 
Te,» - 13 - - - - Lord Falmouth 
Bodmyn, 18 - - - Sir Francis Basset 


Helston, <- =« 3 - D. of Leeds, &c. 
Salta, 16 Sir Francis Basset 
East Loe, 200 

West Loe, oh - - - Judgs Bulkr 
Grampound, - 39 - - Lord Somers, &e. 
Camelford, - <« 6- = - « Lord Camelford , 
Penryhn, - - $0 - Sir Francis Basset 
Tregony, - 50 - - - Lord Hertford 
Bossiney Lord Bute 

St. Ives, Mr. Praed 

Fowey, <- 26 Prince of Wales 

St. Germains, - 6+ - - + LordElliot 

St. Mitchell, D. of Northumberland 
Newport, 30 Lord Lovaine 

St. Mawes, - 1 - - - Marq. of Buckingham 
Callington, - - 30 - - Lord Falmouth. 
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Electors 453 Members 42 
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To these we might add, of the same descrip- 
tion, twenty-eight Corporations, consisting of 354 
Electors, which send 56 Members to that House 
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of Commons, which is so frequently and so falsely 
called the Democracy of the Nation : while the 
Towns of Sheffield, Manchester, Birmingham, 
Leeds, Wolverhampton, &c. containing above 
three hundred thousand people, have no Electors 
or Representatives whatever. | 

Upon the whole it appears, that 257 supposed 
Representatives of the People, making a Majority 
of the House of Commons, are returned by a Num- 
ber of Voters not exceeding the thousandth part of 
the Nation. 

But as Providence bio kindly band l men, in 
every statiom, with faculties necessary for judging 
of what congerns themselves, shall we, the Multi- 


tude, suffet a few, with no better right than our- 


selves, to Murp the power of governing us with- 
out Contra? Surely no !—Ler us rather unite 
in one common Cause, to cast away our Bondage, 
being assured, that in so doing, we are protected by 
a Jury of ogr Countrymen, while we are dischar- 
ging a duty to ourselves, to our Country, and to 


| ' Oxverty, „ 

That the Secretary of this Society do transmit 
Copies of the above to all the Societies in the Na- 
tion, engaged 1 in the same Cause. 


8 Exeter 2 
May 24, 1792 


